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gave $5,000 to the family of a child who suffered a 
medical emergency when trapped in the •ood waters.

Marsh’s tribute is one of 10 received from current IEA 
President Darrell Swisher and past state presidents F. 
Louis Sulsberger, Richard J. Stropes, Andrew B. Wood, 
Marvin G. Leathers, Bryan R. Klatt, Bob Hardwick, Paul 

(Editor’s note: PSP’s who had not been contacted 
for their comments on Sabin’s retirement are invited to 
submit them for the Mid-Winter Newsette.)

For Bill Marsh, after that initial telephone call, he had 
nowhere to go but up in his relationship with Bob Sabin. 

“That was the beginning of what I would say was the 
respect I developed for Bob Sabin — always helping, 
guiding and directing those who needed it, sometimes 
with a stern word, but most of the time with a pat on the 

“Bob had helped me several times as I moved through 
the of!ce of district deputy and through the state of!ces 
to become state president. Sometimes the stern word was 
needed, but most of the time it was a gentle nudge or a pat 
on the back to guide me in the right direction.

“Bob Sabin has not only guided me through my 
journey, but he has guided many in the state, and the state 
association itself, through the journey that has taken us to 

“We will look back at some wonderful times that 
included Bob, maybe smile a little, maybe laugh, maybe 

will surely be missed as our state sponsor. 

“Elkdom has enjoyed one of the most loved of the 

Lou Sulsberger (1998-99)
As an Elks member for the past 35 years, I have had 

the opportunity to meet and become friends with literally 
hundreds and hundreds of Elks and their spouses all 
over this great land.  But the one I am most grateful to 
is the Honorable Robert J. Sabin.  I !rst 
met Mr. Sabin in 1990 when I served as 
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for 
the Southeast District and I can honestly 
say that I never felt comfortable calling 

president of the Illinois Elks Association"

example.  I remember in the early years 

never realized that his “Holiness” would 
someday be my mentor, my teacher and, 

As I begin my tenure as the sponsor of the great states 
of Illinois and Wisconsin, I realize that I have very large 
shoes to !ll.  But I also know that Bob’s counsel is just a 
phone call away.  My only hope is that I can live up to the 
con!dence he has entrusted in me and I pledge to do my 

Bob, to you and Marge, may you have many years of 
gin games, scrabble and rounds of golf, and may God 
keep you in his gentle care for years and years.  Thanks 

Richard J. Stropes (1975-76)
Robert J. Sabin has been the State Sponsor of the 

Illinois Elks for 20 years. He has meant a lot to the Elks 
of Illinois, helping every lodge with their problems and 
accomplishments. He has attended many functions and 
celebrations of which he was asked to attend. He has 
been most fair in his appointments of District Deputy 
Grand Exalted Rulers and to Grand Lodge committee 
assignments. He is the only PGER who, as he says, 
holds confessions for all lodges at every state association 
meeting. I know this has been greatly appreciated by the 
members in Illinois. He will be missed by all.

He has been a close friend since we !rst met at 

Waukegan Lodge, State Meeting for State Ritual contest, 
and we are still very close. He’s like my brother. I 
have served with and for him as co-chairman to elect 
him as GER in 1988, as his Grand Lodge Activities 
chairman for three years, as speaker for the Grand Lodge 
Memorial Service when he was chairman, as member and 
chairman for two years of the Grand Lodge Membership 
Committee, and as a member and vice chairman of the 
Board of Grand Trustees for four years. So you can 
understand why I have appreciated his friendship for over 
20 years.

Andrew B. Wood (1985-86)
Robert J. Sabin has been an 

outstanding Elk member and a personal 
friend for over 30 yers. He has walked 
the pathways of Elkdom through lodge, 
district, state and Grand Lodge of!ces. 
He was elected GER for the 1988-
89 fraternal year during which I was 
honored to serve as his secretary.

Bob has left an indelible mark on the 
records of Elkdom and has earned well 
the emeritus position he takes now.

Marvin G. Leathers (1990-91)
To me, Bob Sabin is what the Elks 

are about — one who believes in what 
the Elks stand for and is always there for 
you. Bob has always been there to help 
out each and every lodge in Illinois. Any 

time I might have a question about the Elks, all I had to 
do was call Bob, and he would give me the answer. 

For many years, I have been a special representative 
for Bob to go to Illinois lodges to help them out. During 
all those years, Bob has always been there for me and the 
lodges. Bob, I will miss you and your support. Thank you 
for being there always for me. (I know now you will have 
more time for Marge.)

Bryan R. Klatt (1997-98)
Many members involved in Elkdom can barely make 

it through their year as Exalted Ruler, let alone going into 
the District and State positions, but forty years dedicated 
to this Order . . . . many say that would be insane. The 
Honorable Robert J. Sabin, Past Grand Exalted Ruler did 
it and kept his sanity (well. . . . don’t ask him). As with 
everything, there are the high and low times, the good and 
the bad, the stern and the calm force of understanding, 
Bob has navigated his way through it all. 

I !rst met Bob in 1988, yet twenty years later, I see 
his picture on the State Convention poster and he looks 
great every time. I could have sworn that I added a gray 
hair or two on him. In our early years working together, 
we corresponded on a regular basis; he would send me a 

protocol manual and I would ask why. I still ask. Through 
it all, Mr. Sabin has been an excellent leader, teacher, role 
model and especially, a friend. 

In closing, I must issue a warning to Marge, this 
retirement will free up more time for Bob to !nd a doctor 
who is not a “quack.” God bless each of you.

— Grand Secretary 

PSP Bob Hardwick (2000-01)
As a new Exalted Ruler, like most I felt quite 

intimidated by Bob. However, as I became more involved 
as a District Of!cer, District Deputy and State of!cer, I 
found a totally different person. As State Sponsor, Bob 
has always been genuinely concerned with helping the 
Lodges of our state •ourish. Bob Sabin is as fair an 
individual as any we could have ever hoped for. Perhaps 
the best comment I could make is that Bob Sabin has truly 
earned my respect and I consider him a good friend to 
not only me, but to all the Elks of Illinois. Lou, you have 
some big shoes to !ll"

SP Paul Ronzani (2005-06) 
Bob and I have known each other for a very long time. 

We have grown to be good friends over the years. He has 
taught me much about Elkdom He has more knowledge 
about Elkdom than any other Elk I have met. But more 
importantly, he has taught me a lot about life. I value his 
friendship. I know that for him to step back now will be 
very dif!cult. I hope he can enjoy his retirement. I pray 
for Bob and Marge and wish all of God’s blessings upon 
them. 

Steve Harken (2007-08)
When asked to write a few words about Bob 

Sabin’s pending retirement, I got to thinking.  Of my 
predecessors, I probably know and have worked with Bob 
the least.  Even though I’ve been a member for 33 years, 
I really didn’t get to know Bob until after he was Grand 
Exalted Ruler.

When asked a question, Bob will give you the answer 
you need to know, not necessarily the one you want 

to hear.  Bob’s management style is not to dictate or 
mandate, unless absolutely necessary.  Bob usually got the 
results needed by guiding one in the direction they needed 
to go.  The exception would be if you were “INVITED” 
to attend one of his confession sessions.  I’ve been there-
done that more than once.  However, I was usually on the 
good side of the discussion.

Bob often goes out of his way to make the members 
feel wanted.  I can remember one Grand Lodge session 
where the Illinois delegation was seated, upstairs, at the 
back of the assembly hall.  Before the session started one 
particular day, Bob took the time to walk to where we 
were and talk with everyone he could.  The new Exalted 
Rulers were talking about that the rest of the convention.

I would like to think that Bob is going to start a 
VACATION, the duration has yet to be determined, rather 
than retiring.  Retirement brings to mind one packing 
his bags and going to Florida to live.  However, in light 
of what transpired at this year’s convention, he would 
probably be welcomed.  

There really isn’t a reason for him to go to Florida 
anyway.  Because, unlike Ponce de Leone, Bob has found 
his Fountain Of Youth, MARGE.  Knowing Bob both 
before and after Marge came back into his life, it’s like 
the difference between night and day.  She is de!nitely 
the light of his life.  I just hope, when the time comes, 
Sherry and I will be  invited when she !nally makes an 
HONEST man of him.

In closing, the friendship Bob and I have developed 
over the years is indeed priceless.  I know that it will 
continue for years to come.  Bob, while I’ll value your 
help and guidance, it’s your friendship that I’ll cherish the 
most.

Darrell Swisher (2008-09)
I !rst met Mr. Sabin when he came to Pana Lodge 

1261 to watch my brother Terry installed as one of 100 
new members, but with the weather I believe 79 showed. 
It was such a large crowd we ended up at the Masonic 
Lodge for the Installation and dinner.

There have been two men in my life of whom I have 
been in awe, one being my wife’s uncle. He was a bank 
president, always dressed top notch with pipe in hand. 
When he would come into the room I wanted to say 
and do the right thing, not because of being a big wheel 
at a bank, but because he had that aura about him that 
impressed me.

The other person with who I had been awe-struck was 
Bob Sabin. I was nervous when I met him in winter 1987. 
My job was to pick him up at the motel. I was nervous, 
not because of the of!ce he held as Grand Exalted Ruler, 
but because of the way he presented himself. Yes, he is 
just another man, but in my eyes, he was the other man in 
my life whom I idolized and respected immediately after 
meeting him. 

Yes, Mr. Sabin is that other man.
  Although I have not sat down to talked with Mr. Sabin 

about any one thing, the man will be missed. I guess some 
would say you’re lucky if he has not called you to the side 
to say, “We need to talk.” That sometimes may not be a 
good thing. His knowledge will be sorely missed as will 
his presence.

 I want to thank you for what you have done for the 
Illinois Elks Association and its members. 

Thank you, sir.
Now, Marge. Would you please marry Bob — at the 

September meeting? What a reception it would be" No 
pressure, Marge.

district deputy in 1963-64,  appointed to the Grand 
Lodge Ritualistic Committee,  as Grand Esquire,  
Judiciary Committee with his !nal year as chairman,  
continued onto the Grand Forum and then became chief 
justice for 1987-88, followed by Grand Exalted Ruler 
for 1988-1989.
    “Robert J. Sabin has proven,  over and over,  through 
his work as adviser to many lodges,  districts,  the 
Illinois Elks State Association and Grand Lodge,  
especially as state sponsor of Illinois,  how much 

this Order means to him,” the plaque stated.  “To 
that extent,  on behalf of all past, present and future 
members of the Illinois Elks Association,  may we say:  
Thank you for a job well done"”

Sabin was born on Jan. 31, 1924, in Chicago, 
attended St. Sylvester Parochial School and Quigley 
Preparatory Seminary.  He attended Mary of the Lake 
Seminary,  then DePaul University College of Law, 
from which he graduated 1949 with a law degree.

He and wife Gertrude raised two children, Mary 
Loretta and Robert Jr. After Gertrude died, Sabin 
married Jean “Carol” in 1977. She died in 2000.
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PSP Jim Hess, Endosed Candidate for GER Lou Sulsberger and IEA Sponsor Robert J. Sabin, in the hospitality 
room of the Illinois delegation at the Grand Lodge Session in Charlotte, N.C., in July 2007.

“Now, Marge, 
Would you please 
marry Bob — at 
the September 

meeting? What a 
reception it would 
be! No pressure, 

Marge.
— SP Darrell Swisher


