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Register early!

Wins third place in 
division; other award 

winners are recognized 
at Fall Meeting in 

Spring eld
6, 7

Mt. Vernon
All American Lodge

Please do your part 
to help registration run 

smoothly for the 
Mid-Winter meeting: 

Preregister by Jan. 7
5

SOS alert...
Now’s the time for all 

good Elks and lodges to 
come to the aid of troops 
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Spring eld! Elks! Lodge158! and! members! from! throughou t! the!
state,!including!PGER!Lou!Sulsberger,!were!a!part!of!Elks’!history!
on! September! 13,! when! the! Illinois! Elks! Pipes! and! Drums! Band!
performed!in!Ford!Plaza!at!Busch!Stadium!before!the!Cardinal!vs.!

Braves!baseball!game.!In!addition!to!the!many!Elks!who!drove!to!
the!game,! two!buses! left!Spring eld!Lodge! full!of! fans!and!band!
members!eager!to!take!part!in!Busch!Stadium’s! rst!recognition!of!
the!BPOE.!Mike!and!Veda!Beall,!organized!the!event.

Illinois Elks Day at Busch Stadium

IEA
sponsor
F.!Louis!
Sulsberger!PGER

IEA
president
John
Horkay

We’ve all asked before: Where 
does the time go?  It is hard to 
believe how fast fall came and 
went, and now the holidays are 
upon us.  

I hope you took time out of 
your busy schedule to pause, 
re"ect!and!remember!our!veterans!
on Veterans Day.  Beth and I 
really had our eyes opened the 
year we traveled for the Order 
as we met so many veterans and 
their families and learned from 
them!the!sacri ces!they!made!for!
our country.  

We were very fortunate to be in 
Washington, D. C., for Veterans 
Day weekend in 2007.  I had 
the opportunity to speak at the 
ceremony commemorating the 
25th anniversary of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial.  I was in 
awe as I looked out at tens of 
thousands of people while our 

nation’s Capitol glistened behind 
me. To represent the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks at 
this venue, sharing our Order’s 
commitment to our veterans, was a 
very proud moment for me.  

Beth and I also attended the 
Veterans Day wreath-laying 
ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetery that weekend.  Held at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
it was a tremendously moving 
event that will always be etched in 
our minds.

December is here and with 

Veterans teach us a lesson

Please!See!LOUGER Page!2

It’s hard to believe that by the 
time you get this Newsette there 
will be just over three months left 
in the Lodge year. Now is the time 
to take stock of what you have 
accomplished and what you need 
to do to complete your goals for 
the year. Remember to “Be the 
Solution.”

Louise and I have managed to 
visit many of the lodges all ready. 
We cannot thank you enough for 
the hospitality and courtesies you 
have given us. But, more than 
that, we are proud to have visited 
you and your members, getting 
 rst!hand!insight!into!the!work!we!
do in our communities. The jobs 
that you do are what make this all 
worthwhile

Our Grand Exalted Ruler, Hon. 
James L. Nichelson, and his wife 
Mary Carolyn will visit with us at 
the Mid-Winter Meeting in January. 

I hope you can all be there to greet 
them and show that the Illinois Elks 
take a back seat to no one. Join us 
at the luncheon on Saturday where 
the First Lady of Elkdom and the 
First Lady of Illinois will honor 
our District Ladies of the year and 
announce our IEA Lady of the Year.

After the luncheon we will 
assemble SOS packages for 
our troops in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Chairman Mike Thonn has 
promised to have jobs for everyone 
who comes to help. We are very 
proud of the way all of you step up 

Please!See!HORKAY Page!2

Time to take stock of year
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it brings the last of the District 
Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler visits 
throughout our Districts.  Our 
dedicated DD’s do an outstanding 
job representing Grand Lodge and 
should be commended for their 
commitment to our Order.  Please 
remember that they are a resource 
for you and your lodges.  They are 
available to assist you in any way 
that is needed. 

The! rst!Sunday!of!December!
is always set aside in our lodges 
for our annual Memorial Service.  
Lodge!Of cers!conduct!a!
respectful ceremony in which we 
remember our Brother and Sister 
Elks who have passed away.  If 
you were not able to attend your 
lodge’s Memorial Service this 
year, I encourage you to remember 
this event in future years.  You 
will be most impressed with this 
touching ceremony.

As I write this message, plans 
are being completed for the Illinois 
Elks Association Mid-Winter 
Meeting in January.  I am sure that 
I do not have to tell you what an 
exciting meeting this will be as 
we welcome our Grand Exalted 

LouGER from Page 1 Ruler James L. Nichelson and First 
Lady Mary Carolyn to the great 
state!of!Illinois!for!their!of cial!
visit.  Beth and I have known Jim 
and Mary Carolyn for many years 
as Jim and I served on the Board 
of Grand Trustees together.  The 
four of us immediately formed a 
bond of friendship that has grown 
throughout these years and we are 
excited to be together again.  

Jim and Mary Carolyn are both 
dedicated Elks, and as you spend 
time with them, you too will see 
their commitment to our Order.  I 
promise you that you will come 
away from the weekend with 
a renewed enthusiasm just by 
being around them.  Along with 
all of you, I am excited to show 
our Grand Exalted Ruler and 
First Lady the commitment and 
dedication the Illinois Elks have 
for The Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks.  

Beth and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone 
for their friendship and support 
this past year.  We send best 
wishes to you and your families 
for a merry Christmas and a happy, 
healthy New Year!

God bless you all.

On!Aug.!22,!Du!Quoin!Elks!Lodge!884!was!host!to!a!party!honoring!
Past!Illinois!Elks!Association!President!Elmer!Schafer!and!his!family.!
Lodge!members!and!their!guests!spent!time!with!Elmer,!recalling!
old!memories.!The!lodge!was!also!honored!to!receive!Past!Grand!
Exalted!Ruler!Lou!Sulsberger!and!his!wife!Beth,!who!presented!Elmer!
with!a!plaque!honoring!him!for!his!lifetime!of!dedication!to!the!Order.!
The!members!then!enjoyed!a!chicken!and!dumpling!meal!followed!
by!live!entertainment.!The!lodge!thanks!Elmer’s!daughter!Vicki!and!
all!his!family!for!arranging!the!visit.!

The IEA Americanism 
Committee wants to draw a 
distinction between its essay 
contest and the one sponsored by 
Grand Lodge.

IEA Americanism Chairperson 
Elizabeth Cook plans to make up 
"iers!to!be!distributed!to!teachers!
to clearly explain the difference 

between the two programs. 
“If you would like these, please 

shoot me an email at elksnews@
hotmail.com,” Cook said, adding 
that she looks forward to receiving 
contest entries.

“I hope we can get more 
participants than in the past few 
years,” she said. 

Essay programs separate and distinct

to help our heroes in harms way. 

Saturday evening the banquet 
is in honor of our Grand Exalted 
Ruler. As custom has it, we will 
honor our Ritual winners and get 
to show the Grand how much the 
Illinois Elks Care and Share with 
our donations to the ENF and 
CCC.

Until we meet in January, may 
you have a blessed and happy 
holiday season, and may the New 
Year bring health and renewed 
dedication.

Horkay from Page 1

It is unbelievable how 
quickly this year is passing. It 
seems like yesterday that we 
started out. 

In a few short weeks we 
will host Grand Exalted Ruler 
James L. Nichelson and his 
wife Mary Carolyn at our 
January meeting. I ask all of 
you, members and spouses 
alike, to attend our Saturday 
luncheon where she will help 
us honor our District Ladies 
of the year and announce our 
Illinois Elks Lady of the Year. 
Until we meet in January, we 
want to wish all of you and 
your families a blessed and 
Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. 

– IEA First Lady 
Louise A. Horkay

Lady Elk of  Year
named at luncheon By LARRY W. SMITH

IEA Third Vice President

First Vice President Kirk 
Wallace, myself and our wives 
have returned from Orlando, 
Fla., where we prepared for IEA 
members going to the Grand 
Lodge Convention in July. 

The Illinois delegation will stay 
at the Rosen Plaza hotel, which 
near the Orlando Convention 
Center. Eating and entertainment 
places are near the hotel. 

Rosen Plaza is just a 15-minute 
drive from Orlando International 
Airport, four miles from Universal 
Studios and a 15-minute drive 
from Walt Disney World Resorts. 
Directly across the street from 
Rosen Plaza is an entertainment 
center featuring a one-of-a-

kind tenant mix of new venues, 
shopping, restaurants, attractions, 
state-of-the-future movie theater 
and night-time entertainment. 

There is complimentary shuttle 
service to Shingle Creek Golf 
Course. Complimentary valet 
parking is available to all guests 
with disabilities with proof of 
handicap with a state-issued ID or 
vehicle decal. Self-parking fee is 
$5 per day. For attendees who need 
a handicap-accessible room, please 
let me know by April 1.

I hope I have whetted your 
appetite to attend the Grand Lodge 
Convention in July. Only 100 
rooms are available for Illinois 
Elks. I will let you know more 
about the facilities and the area at 
the Mid-Winter meeting.

Elks convention site accommodating
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STATE 

Past! IEA!Sponsor!Robert! J.!Sabin!showcases!his!new!bride!
Marge!at!the!IEA!Convention!in!Spring eld!in!September,!under!
the!approving!gaze!of!Abe.!

Newly weds
Now is the time!
I have mailed out a number of 

ENF awards for the lodges that 
made the ENF goal for PSP Darrell 
Swisher last year. But there are 
a number of lodges that have not 
e-mailed me where they want the 
award to go! 

Lodge, this is a $1,000 
ENF award for scholarship or 
community service!

If I do not hear from your lodge 
by Dec. 31, your lodge will lose 
that award. We all know that there 
is much need out there for the 
students and communities. Don’t 
let this award go unused!.  

What an honor for the Illinois 
Elks Association to have the Grand 
Exalted Ruler James L. Nichelson 
and his wife Mary Carolyn to 
be present at our Mid-Winter 
Convention!  I know they will  
see all the things that the Illinois 
Elks do in our lodges and state. 
And they will be there for the SOS 
program Saturday afternoon. They 
will see how the Illinois Elks take 
care of our veterans, not only on 
Saturday but throughout the year.  

Grand Exalted Ruler James, I 
know, will make all the committee 
meetings that he can and watch 
Elkdom in work.  

The $500 scholarships have all 
been sent out for this year. They 
really came in  quickly this year. 
This shows us that the students 
really do need the Illinois Elks’ 
help with their schooling.  It is also 
good to see that many students take 
the time to send a thank you card 
for our help.   Without the lodges 
support of the ENF, we could 
not have a program such as this.  
Thank you, Illinois

In closing,  may I wish all 
Illinois Elks and their families a 
very merry Christmas and a great 
New Year.  Keep up the Elks work 
for the rest of our Elk year and the 
award will be there!

IEA
secretary
Marvin
Leathers!PSP

Lodges need to claim ENF awards!

By TOM HUMMEL
IEA Lapsation Chairman

Happy holidays to all active 
members. This is the time of year 
we wish to have friends and family 
close as we celebrate the birth of 
our!Lord!and!to!re"ect!on!our!past!
year.

This also should apply to those 
members who haven’t been at 
the lodge lately. Lodge lapsation 
chairmen or secretaries should 
talk to those absentee and lapsed 
members!to! nd!out!why!they!are!
giving up their membership. See if 
you or anyone else in the lodge can 
help them come back or remain a 
member in good standing.

Membership is the lifeblood of 
our Order, and the only way our 
lodges will survive is by bringing 
in new members and reinstating our 
lapsed members.

Let us try to forgive the mistakes 
of others during this time of year 
and bring back our lapsed members 
to welcome in the New Year.

Wishing you and yours a happy 
holiday season.

Help members
avoid lapsation
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Illinois Elks
Association

Mid-Winter Convention
Honoring our Grand Exalted Ruler James L. Nichelson

and First Lady Mary Carolyn

Jan. 21-24, 2010 n  Crowne Plaza & Holiday Inn Express
Spring eld,!Illinois

HOST LODGE: 
SPRINGFIELD 

#158
Registration Badges Necessary to Attend all Functions

Thursday, January 21
1:00!PM!to!4:00!PM!–!Executive!Committee!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Lincoln!Boardroom

Friday, January 22
8:00!AM!to!10:00!AM!–!Executive!Committee!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Lincoln!Boardroom
10:00!AM!to!11:30!AM!–!Convention!Committee!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Lincoln!Boardroom
12:00!PM!to!7:00!PM!–!Convention!Registration!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Main!Lobby
1:00!PM!to!4:00!PM!–!Advisory!Committee!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Lincoln!Boardroom
1:00!PM!to!10:00!PM!–!Ritual!Contest!Practice!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!I
7:00!PM!to!9:00!PM!–!Past!State!Presidents!Dinner!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Ruby!Ballroom

Saturday, January 23
7:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!–!Convention!Registration!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Main!Lobby
7:00!AM!to!9:00!AM!–!Board!of!Directors!Meeting!
Training!Session!(Continental!Breakfast)!–!Plaza!D!
(Executive!Committee!&!District!Of cers)! !
7:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!–!Ritual!Contest!–!Plaza!I
8:00!AM!to!10:00!AM!–!District!Deputies!&!Esquires!
Meeting!(Continental!Breakfast)!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!C!
8:00!AM!to!9:00!AM!–!Athletic!Commission!–!Plaza!A
8:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!–!Leading!Knights!Training!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!H
9:00!AM!to!10:00!AM!–!Exalted!Rulers!Meet!with!
Executive!Committee!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!G
9:00!AM!to!10:00!AM!–!IEA!Bowling!Association!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!A
9:00!AM!to!10:00!AM!–!Americanism!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!B
9:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!–!Donated!Items!to!Plaza!F!for!
the!Military!Support!Care!Packages! !
9:30!AM!to!11:30!AM!–!Illinois!Elks!Children’s!Care!
Corporation!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-!Plaza!D
9:30!AM!to!11:30!AM!–!Lodge!Trustee!Training!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!E

(Business!Practice,!Accident!Prevention,!Auditing,!
Insurance,!Government!Relations,!

Judiciary!&House!Committee)
10:00!AM!to!11:00!AM!–!Easter!Bunny!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!A
10:00!AM!to!11:00!AM!–!Scholarship!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!B

10:00!AM!to!11:00!AM!–!Secretaries!Association!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!G
11:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!–!Publication!Corporation!!
! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!A
11:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!–!Veteran’s!Service!
Commission!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!B
11:00!AM!to!12:00!PM!-!Youth!Activities!&!Antlers!!
! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!C
12:00!PM!to!1:30!PM!–!Ladies!Luncheon!–!Diamond!
Ballroom!Honoring Our Elk Lady Volunteers for the 
Year!All!Members!Welcome!to!Attend

Menu: !Chili!soup!and!½!Roast!beef!Croissant,!
Washington!Bing!cherry!pie,!coffee!and!tea
!Pre-registration!$16.00!/!On-Site!$18.00
1:30!PM!to!Completion!–!Continuation!of!Ritual!
Competition!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!I
1:30!PM!to!Completion!–!Lodges/Individuals!Meet!
with!PGER!F.!Louis!Sulsberger!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!B
1:30!PM!to!2:30!PM!–!National!Foundation!–!Plaza!C
1:30!PM!to!2:30!PM!–!National!Home!–!Plaza!E
1:30!PM!to!2:30!PM!–!Membership,!Lapsation,!
Lodge!Activities!&!Indoctrination!–!Plaza!D
1:30!PM!to!2:30!PM!–!Hoop!Shoot!–!Plaza!A
1:30PM!to!4:00!PM!–!Military!Support!Care!package!
Assembly!–!Plaza!F
2:00PM!to!4:00!PM!–!Website!Monitoring!Committee!
(All!Members!Welcome)!–!Capital!III! ! !
2:30PM!to!3:30!PM!–!Drug!Awareness!-!Plaza!D
2:30PM!to!3:30!PM!–!Soccer!Shootout!–!Plaza!A
2:30PM!to!3:30!PM!–!Lodge!Treasurers!–!Plaza!C
4:30!PM–!Catholic!Mass!–!Church!of!the!Little!Flower
6:00!PM!to!7:00!PM!–!Cash!Bar!–!Diamond!and!
Sapphire!Banquet!Rooms
7:00!PM!to!Completion!–!Banquet!-!Diamond!and!
Sapphire!Banquet!Rooms

Honoring GER James L. Nichelson 
and First lady Mary Carolyn

Menu: !House!Tossed!Salad,!Chef’s!Selection!of!
Seasonal!Vegetable,!Chicken!Schnitzel,!served!with!
Lemon!Caper!sauce,!Red!Cabbage,!and!Potato!
Pancake,!Assorted!Rolls!and!Butter.!!Freshly!Brewed!
Colombian!Roasted!Coffee,!a!Selection!of!Herbal!
Teas,!Ice!Tea,!and!Double!Chocolate!Cake.
Pre-Registration!$25.00/!On!Site!$27.00

Dress: Winter Formal, State and Grand Lodge 
Of cers!–!(Black!Tuxedo)

Sunday, January 24
7:30!AM!to!8:00!AM!–!Room!Reservations!for!Mid-
Winter!Meeting!to!IEA!3rd!Vice-President!Larry!Smith!
($105.00/Room)!–!Plaza!H!&!I! ! !
8:00!AM!to!10:30!AM!–!General!Business!Session!!
! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!–!Plaza!H!&!I

n !Attendance!Required!for!District!Deputies!&!
Esquires;!District!Of cers:!Exalted!Rulers!&!Leading!

Knights.!(All!Elks!Urged!to!Attend)

n !All!Elks,!Male!&!Female,!Must!Register!for!
Convention!Functions:!FEES:!Pre-Registration!

$10.00/!On!Site!$20.00

n !Room Cancellation cut-off !will!be!December!
18,!2009.!All!mailings!must!be!postmarked!prior!

to!the!above!date!to!avoid!additional!late!charges.!
Rooms!cancelled!after!the!above!date!will!forfeit!their!
deposit.!Cancellation!policy!changed!to!30!days!out.

n !Pre-registration cut-off !will!be!January!08,!2010.
By!pre-registering!for!the!convention,!ladies!luncheon!
and!banquet,!you!will!give!the!Credentials!Committee!

time!to!make!sure!your!credentials!will!be!waiting!
for!you!at!the!check-in!desk!and!will!also!assist!the!
Convention!Committee!in!working!with!the!Crowne!

Plaza!Hotel!in!planning!the!workshops,!
breakfast!and!banquet.

District Hospitality Rooms – January 2010
Capital!I!–!North

Capital!II!–!West!Central
Capital!V!–!East
Capital!VI!–!West

Governor!Room!–!South!Central
Illinois!Room!–!South

Sangamon!Room!-!Northwest
Spring eld!Room!–!East!Central

All Hospitality Rooms shall be CLOSED from 6:00 
PM until 9:00 PM!Saturday,!January!23,!2010

n !Members are encouraged !to!attend!the!Banquet!
to!honor!GER!James!L.!Nichelson!and!

First!Lady!Mary!Carolyn
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Illinois Elks and guests attending the Illinois 
Elks Association Mid-Winter Convention, 
scheduled Jan. 21-24, 2010, at the Crowne 
Plaza!in!Spring eld,!are!encouraged!to!pre-
register. Pre-registration Deadline is Jan. 7.

“By pre-registering for the convention, 
ladies luncheon and banquet, you will give the 
Credentials Committee time to make sure your 
credentials will be waiting for you at the check-
in desk,” Credentials Chairman Tom J. Deien 
said.

Attendees!should! ll!out!the!form!at!right!
and mail it with a check or money order to Tom 
J. Deien, chairman, Credentials, P.O. Box 44, 

Salem, IL 62881.
To assist in record-keeping, lodge secretaries 

are asked to copy the form for each registration 
instead of putting them on a single sheet. 

The pre-registration fee is $10 and $20 after 
Jan. 7 or registering on-site. Checks should be 
made payable to the Illinois Elks Association.

The charge for the Saturday evening banquet 
is $25 with registration and $28 on-site.

Cost of the ladies luncheon is $16 with pre-
registration and $18 on-site.

Room Cancellation cut-off will be Dec. 18, 
2009.

All mailings must be postmarked prior to that 

date to avoid additional late charges. Rooms 
cancelled after the date will forfeit their deposit. 

—————

For the fall IEA meeting, 616 Elks and 
guests registered, 11 Elks and seven guests 
more than in September 2008.  All but 67 Elks 
pre-registered.

Deien said Elks may call or email him with 
special banquet seating requests. 

“Or make a note on the pre-registration 
form you send to me. We will try our best to 
accommodate you.”

Illinois District Vice Presidents 
have been asked to summon 
their lodges to support the SOS 
program, which is scheduled 
to take place at the Mid-Winter 
Meeting!in!January!in!Spring eld.

“At your next district meeting, 
have each lodge select one or more 
items to collect at their lodge,” 
SOS Coordinator Mike Thonn said. 
“Please keep in mind there are both 
men and women soldiers!”

The items collected will be 
brought to the January State 
Meeting, where everyone will be 
asked to help pack the boxes. More 
information will follow, Thonn 
said.

Thonn also asked for any 
ideas or suggestions. He may be 
reached at (309) 738-2738 or at 
mikethonn@att.net. 

Thonn also asks vice presidents 
to email him lists of the items 
that each lodge is responsible for 
supplying in an effort to coordinate 
the project.

“Thank you for your help and 
support of this great project,” 
Thonn said.

 
EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT

BAR-SOAP
DVD’s and CD’S
MAGAZINES (NO PORNO)
Q-TIPS
SHOE INSOLES
TUMS, ROLAIDS, ALKA 
SELTZER
WRITING PAPER, ENVELOPES, 
PENS, PENCILS
TUNA, TURKEY IN A POUCH

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT
DISPOSABLE RAZORS/
SHAVING CREAM
DUCT TAPE-GREEN, BLACK, 
TAN (NO GREY)
FEMININE HYGIENE 
PRODUCTS
HAND LOTION
SHAMPOO
SUNGLASSES 
SWEAT BANDS - AND 
PANTY LINERS - FOR USE IN 
HELMETS

NORTH DISTRICT
BABY OR WET WIPES
CAN OPENERS
DEODORANT (NON-AEROSOL)
LIP BALM - CHAPSTICK
MOUTHWASH
OLD SPICE HIGH ENDURANCE 
BODY WASH
TOOTHPASTE-
TOOTHBRUSHES DENTAL 
FLOSS

NORTH WEST DISTRICT
BEEF JERKY / SLIM JIMS (NO 
PORK)
CRACKER PACKETS (SUCH AS 
CHEESE or PEANUT BUTTER 
(12-PACK)

COOKIES – OREO, PEANUT 
BUTTER, OATMEAL
SNACK PACKS – COOKIES, 
CRACKERS, ETC.
HEARTY SOUPS/STEWS, 
RAVIOLI - IN A CAN WITH 
POPTOP LID
INSTANT COFFEE/CREAMER
RAISINS - CANS AND SMALL 
PACKS

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT
CANNED FRUIT
GUM
INDIVDUAL CANS OR 
PACKETS OF FRUIT AND 
PUDDING
MOTRIN, ADVIL, TYLENOL 
(SMALL PACKETS)
SNACK CAKES
SUNFLOWER SEEDS
VARIOUS TYPES OF HARD 
CANDY

SOUTH DISTRICT
BABY POWDER
LYSOL – FEBREZE 
BREAKFAST BARS
CROSSWORD PUZZLES 
BOOKS
JUST-ADD-WATER FOOD (IN 
PACKETS)
NUTS, DRIED FRUIT IN CANS 
OR BAGS
DRY SOUP MIX – OYSTER 
CRACKERS

EAST DISTRICT
BATTERIES ALL TYPES
BODY SPRAY & SHOWER GEL
FLIP FLOPS (FOR SHOWER)
FOOT POWDER
PLAYING CARDS
SHAVING GEL
ZIP LOCK BAGS ALL SIZES

WEST DISTRICT
CARNATION INSTANT 
BREAKFAST DRINK MIXES
DRINK MIXES (KOOL-AID, 
GATORADE, ETC.)
HAND SANITZERS, 
INCLUDING POCKET SIZE
KLEENEX AND BAND AIDS
SUNSCREEN
TV DINNERS (NON 
REFRIGERATED)
WASH CLOTHS

 

Support Our Soldiers
effort planned again
at Mid-Winter meeting

Pre-registration deadline Jan. 7 for Mid-Winter meeting
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Tom!Deien,!left,!receives!the!third-place!Grand!Lodge!award!
for!All!American!Lodge,!Division!4,!on!behalf!of!Mt.!Vernon!
Lodge!819,!from!IEA!Sponsor!Lou!Sulsberger.!

Newsette!Editor!Joe!Baker!receives!the!Five!Star!Award!from!
IEA! Sponsor! Lou! Sulsberger.!The! Grand! Lodge! award! for!
2008-09!was!the!publication’s!seventh!in!seven!years. Mark!Bump!of!Dolton!Lodge!2335!receives!the!Grand!Lodge!

Award!for!third!place!for!Veterans!Remembrance!Reporting!
on!behalf!of!Dolton!Lodge!2335!and!lodge!Veterans!Chairman!
Larry!O’Bryan.!Bump!receives!the!award!from!IEA!Sponsor!
Lou!Sulsberger.

IEA!Web!Master!Jack!Williams!receives!the!Grand!Lodge!
Four!Star!Award!from!IEA!Sponsor!Lou!Sulsberger.!The!
award!marks!the! rst!for!the!IEA.!

The IEA Web site has added three new features to its 
already award-winning offerings.

They include:
n  A password-protected members-only section of the 

Web site
n  A chatroom for members
n  Special password-protected sections for state and 

district!of cers,!district!deputies!and!others.!
Web master Jack Williams discussed the upgrades at 

the Web site Committee meeting at the Fall IEA Meeting 
in!Spring eld.!

The Web site, under Williams’ direction, received a 
Grand Lodge Four Star Award for 2008-09.

The number of members listed to receive the mass 
distribution email stands at about 350, Williams said.

“I would like to encourage all lodge representatives to 
have their membership sign up for the mass distribution 
list,” he said. “Communication is the key to growing 
our membership, and what better way to keep both the 
existing and new members informed.”

The!increasing!utilization!of!the!Web!site!is!re"ected!
in the number of visitors registered on the hit counter, 
Williams added. 

Award-winning Web site
adds three new features

Mt. Vernon All-American lodge

Costs to publish the Newsette so far in 2009-10 
are down about $950 from last year, Publication 
Corporation Treasurer Vicki Williams said at the 
IEA meeting in September. 

The corporation had spent $22,545 as of Sept. 
15, 2009, compared to $23,497 on the same day in 
2008. 

In addition, postage fees for bad addresses at 50 
cents apiece are also down over last year’s. 

Meanwhile, an out-of-state move and IEA 
restructuring in 2010-11 are causing a shakeup 
on the corporation board. West Central District 
Director Bob McIntyre is moving out of state, 
and both Dave Walters of West District and Bob 
Watson of South Central will go off the board. 
Walters is moving to Northwest District and 
Watson to West Central.

The 2008-09 corporation audit, conducted by 
Crowder CPA of Danville, found nothing different 
than reported in the corporation’s end-of-year 
statements, Williams said. 

Newsette cost declines Dolton remembers veterans

East District Elks topped the 1 
million mark in collecting tab tops 
to join the Thanks A Million Club in 
support of Ronald McDonald House.

The collection, weighing 790 
pounds, began in January 2008 and 
concluded in mid-October 2009.

Ronald McDonald House provides 
overnight stays for families of 
hospitalized children. Of the 288 
facilities worldwide, 70 are in the 
United States, including four in the 
Chicago!area!and!one!in!Spring eld.

Ronald McDonald House recycles 
the tab tops, and the proceeds go 
toward support of the charity.

Dan Jurka and Bill Patterson, 
both of Chicago South Lodge 1596, 
organized the collection effort in the 
East District and have worked to 
expand the project statewide.

East District tops
1 million barrier
in tab top collection

Down economy gives more reason
for lodges to qualify for ENF grants

Pontiac Lodge will host the 2010 Lincoln State Golf 
Tournament on June 25-27 at Pontiac. Informational packets 
will be provided to all lodges at the Mid-Winter meeting.  The 
cost will remain $60.

Kankakee Lodge will be host in 2011 and Peoria in 2012.
IEA Athletic Commission Chairman Bob Eckhoff, in his 

report!at!the!Fall!Meeting!in!Spring eld,!said!the!2009!junior!
golf tournament went well despite rain delays at a couple sites.

Tentative dates for 2010 are: Mt. Vernon, June 7; Peoria, June 
14; Kankakee, June 22; Lincoln, June 28; and Granite City, July 
12. 

Quali ers!are!invited!to!the!Tournament!of!Champions!in!
Pontiac on July 30. 

More than 200 youth statewide participated this year. Eckhoff 
raised concern over the few number of girls participating. 

For the member golf tournament, Eckhoff said, senior and 
super senior divisions will participate. The senior age will begin 
at age 50, and the super senior age will be determined by the 
host lodge based on the number of entries over age 50. 

Pontiac to host state golf tourney;
packets available in JanuaryI hope your holiday season has 

been enjoyable so far. 
For lodges that took advantage 

of qualifying for the $1,000 ENF 
Goal Award, congratulations and 
good luck for 2010. For lodges 
that!quali ed!but!didn’t!send!in!
a request, shame on you! In the 
current economic times, I don’t 
know of very many communities 
that couldn’t use the money from 
their local Elks lodge. Try to be 
more mindful of this opportunity in 
the future and make the most of a 
great program. 

At this writing our contributions 
to the State Major Project, the 
Children’s Care Program, are down 
but!I’m!sure!that!a!nice!in"ux!
is forthcoming for the January 
meeting. We as a membership 

should be proud of the good that 
we do on a daily basis for our less 
fortunate. I know that personally 
I’m always amazed at the generosity 
of our membership helping 
our children and veterans  and 
everything in between. 

Feel good and be proud to be an 
Elk! You should! You’ve earned 
it! I’m looking forward to seeing 
everyone in January and  let’s have 
another great year in Elkdom.

IEA
treasurer
George
Hornung
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Loyal!Knight!Dee!Williams!of!Wheaton!Lodge!2258,!accompanied!
by!IEA!Ritual!Chairman!John!Heltzel,!shows!the!award!she!received!
for!winning!the!open!individual!ritual!contest!for!her!chair!at!the!IEA!
Fall!Meeting!in!September.!

ENF!Chairman!Jeremy!Cook!receives!the!2008-09!GER!Award!on!
behalf!of!the!IEA!for!topping!the!GER’s!goal!of!$4.50.!He!receives!
the!award!from!IEA!Sponsor!Lou!Sulsberger.!!!

Past! IEA! ENF! Chairman! Philip! Barnard! of! Mt.! Carmel! Lodge!
715!receives!the!Silver!Plaque,!recognizing!Barnard!for!topping!
$10,000!in!ENF!contributions.!His!total!contributions!were!$14,720!
as!of!July!2009.

Waukegan 702, Mount Carmel 715 
and Sterling-Rock Falls 1218 lodges 
have all topped the $10 mark in per 
capita contributions to the ENF as of 
Aug. 31, 2009.

The good news is in contrast 
to what IEA ENF Chairman John 
Markee describes as overall numbers 
that “don’t look very good.

“Obviously, the general economic 
conditions nationwide are not at all 
good and all economists agree that we 
are in a rather severe recession, which 
no doubt has had a detrimental effect 
on donations,” Markee said. 

District!wide! gures! ve!months!
into the 2009-10 lodge year were: 
North, $2.898; East Central $2.204; 
South Central, $2.184; East, $2.065; 
West, $1.273; South, $1.146; 
Northwest, $1.109; and West Central, 
$0.738.

These! gures!included!those!of!
seven lodges, which had per capita 
donations of less than $1.

“I!personally! nd!that!to!be!
inconceivable,” Markee said.

The GER’s goal is $4.50 per capita 
and State President’s, $5.25.

Four lodges top $10 in per capita contributions to ENF so far this year

Ten Illinois Elks representing 
eight lodges competed in the 
open competition at the IEA 
Fall Meeting in September in 
Spring eld.

Winning individual honors 
were: Lecturing Knight Michael 
McKee of Cicero-Berwyn 1510, 
Loyal Knight Dee Williams of 
Wheaton 2258, Leading Knight 
Glen Wilson of Granite City 1063 
and Jesse McKinney of Robinson 
1188, who competed in both the 
exalted ruler and esquire chairs. 

The eight participating lodges 
were: Robinson 1188, Harrisburg 

1058, Wheaton 2258, Herrin 1146, 
Elmhurst 1531, Cicero-Berwyn 
1510, Granite City 1063 and Flora 
1659. 

Also at the convention, Grand 
Lodge Ritualistic Chairman Ray 
Engelland conducted a ritual clinic, 
attended by six Elks, in an effort to 
certify them as state ritual judges.

Robinson Lodge 1188 
represented Illinois at the Grand 
Lodge Session in Portland in July 
and “did a very commendable job,” 
IEA Ritualistic Chairman John 
Heltzel said.  

10 lodges compete in ritual

An Easter Bunny workshop 
is planned for the Mid-Winter 
meeting in January to address the 
upcoming year’s program and 
reporting of the event. 

“I encourage and request all 
district chairpersons and any other 
interested Elks to attend,” IEA 
Easter Bunny Chairman Dave 
Culbertson said. 

The Easter 2009 program 
on April 12 was credited to the 
current 2009-10 lodge year, and 
the 2010 Easter on April 4 will be 
credited to 2010-11, Culbertson 
said, adding that he has the 
schedule completed through 2018.

“This means that in about six 
months, you new leading knights 
will!be!completing!the! rst!major!

event of your new lodge year. 
Get ready long before you are 
installed. 

“If you will be keeping the 
same chairperson, or getting a new 
one, start working with them soon 
for the 2010 program. Don’t wait 
until the last minute,” Culbertson 
said.

Easter Bunny workshop planned for January

LODGE

Wheaton!Elks!Lodge!and!
Wheaton!VFW!Post,!both!
dedicated!to!helping!veterans,!
share!many!common!members.
These!individuals!are!members!
of!both!organizations!and!served!
in!various!capacities!during!a!
Halloween!Party!sponsored!by!
the!VFW!Post!on!Oct.!24,!2009,!
and!open!to!all!area!children.!
Attendance!was!very!good.!From!
left!are:!PER!Jack!Williams,!
Dee!Williams,!Lecturing!Knight!
Tom!Tracy,!PER!Tawn!Williams!
and!PER/Past!VFW!Post!
Commander!John!Finn.!

Representatives!from!Wheaton!Elks!Lodge!
attended!a!meeting!of!the!Wheaton!City!
Council!on!Sept.!8,!2009,!to!receive!a!
proclamation!declaring!September!7-13,!
2009,!as!Elks!National!Patriotism!Week!within!
the!City!of!Wheaton.!From!left!are:!Pam!
Turner,!leading!knight,!PER’s!Tawn!Williams!
and!Jack!Williams,!and!Dee!Williams.

Wheaton Lodge 
emphasizes expanding
reach into community
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Rachel!Lyon!of!Byron!(center),!sponsored!by!DeKalb!765!was!at!the!
top!of!this!year’s!Physical!Therapy/Occupational!Therapy!Scholarship!!
winners!with!the!highest!point!score!of!all!160!applicants.!Rachel!
showed!all!present!at!the!dinner!highlighting!the!IEA!Fall!Convention!
in!September!that!great!things!come!in!small!packages!when!she!
gave!a!wonderful!address!to!the!group.!!Rachel!is!a!graduate!student!
on!her!way!to!an!extended!clinical!experience!in!Wisconsin.!She!is!
accompanied! by! CCC!Administrative! Manager! Pete! Matson! and!
Board!Chairperson!Tawn!Williams.!!!

Recipients of scholarships from 
the Children’s Care Program were 
honored at the Fall Illinois Elks 
Association dinner Sept. 26 in 
Spring eld.!

They were Christina Carls 
of Beardstown, Jessica Lauren 
Goughnour of Quincy, Kathryn 
Rockafellow of Savanna, Rachel 
Lyon of Byron, Stacey Pacana 
of Naperville, Stephanie Walsh-
Kates of Blue Mound and Stormie 
Prather of Normal.

Lyon was the top scoring 
scholarship applicant and recipient 
of the Kenny Beltz Award. 
Walsh-Kates was the second-
place! nisher!and!recipient!of!the!
Mike Manning Award. Kathryn 
Rockafellow and Stormie Prather 
both tied for third and received the 
Bill Leas Award. 

A total of $221,075 was 
awarded in 2008-09 Physical 
and Occupational Therapy 
scholarships.

“This was an absolutely 
wonderful group of students 
sponsored by seven different IEA 
lodges,” CCC Administrative 
Manager Pete Matson said.   

Christina Carls !
  Carls,  22, sponsored by 

Beardstown Lodge 1007, is a 
graduate student at St.  Louis 
University, where she has a 3.97 
grade point average on a 4.0 scale

One of Christina’s professors 
states that she always demonstrates 
a strong desire to learn and takes 
responsibility for her learning.  

“She is a very strong student 
but also always attends optional 
review sessions to better herself 
and to better her understanding 
of course material,” the professor 
said. “I have the strong impression 
that Chrissy uses studying to 

Scholarship! recipient!Jessica!Goughnour! (center),! "anked!by!her!
parents!Richard!and!Lisa!Goughnour.!Back:!Rhonda!and!Past!State!
President!Bill!Marsh.

Scholarship!recipient!Stephanie!Walsh-Cates!(second!from!right),!
along!with!her!parents,!David!and!Susan!Walsh!and!husband!Matthew!
Cates.!Back:!Randy!Hopwood,!exalted!ruler!of!Decatur!Lodge!40.

Scholarship! recipient! Stacey! Pacana! (center),! "anke d! by! her!
parents!Edward!and!Geralynne!Pecana.!Back:!Children’s!Care!Corp.!
Chairperson!Tawn!Williams!and!Tom!Tracy!and!Pam!Turner,!both!of!
Wheaton!Lodge!No.!2258.

CCC Scholars: ‘Absolutely wonderful group’ 

learn the information so that she 
can apply it to clinical practice 
and not merely memorizing the 
information.”  

In addition to her 
accomplishments in the classroom, 
she has volunteered her time as a 
physical therapy student contact 
for incoming freshmen and also 
works in the Hustle for Your 
Health to raise money for physical 
therapy research and the Special 
Olympics.  

“As a university professor 
who maintains a physical therapy 

practice, I believe that I can attest 
to the characteristics necessary to 
be a successful and contributing 
physical therapist,” the professor 
added. “Chrissy has many 
characteristics that will serve 
her most positively as a physical 
therapist.”

Jessica Lauren Goughnour 
Goughnour, 22, sponsored by 

Quincy Lodge 100, is a graduate 
student at Maryville University 
in St. Louis. She has a 3.58 grade 
point average on a 4.0 scale. 

One of her professors states that 

as a student, Jessica works very 
well with her fellow students.  

“She is a team leader and 
actively involved in her laboratory 
dissections,” the professor 
said. “She always comes to 
class prepared for the day and 
is enthusiastic by any material 
presented.”  

Outside of her class, Jessica 
is extremely involved in 
extracurricular activities.  She is a 
member of the Physical Therapy 
Club and the Maryville Welcome 
Committee.  She also works as 

a physical therapy technician 
and gymnastics instructor.  She 
is described as enthusiastic, 
responsible, highly motivated and 
also a hard worker who enjoys 
working and helping people in 
need.  

Her patience and concern for 
others will be an asset to her future 
career as a physical therapist.

Kathryn Rockafellow
Rockafellow, 23, representing 

Freeport Lodge 617, is a graduate 
student at Clark College in 
Dubuque, Iowa, with a 3.75 grade 
point average on a 4.0 scale

 One of her professors states 
that during the time she had known 
Katie, it has become apparent that 
she is not only an excellent student 
but a responsible conscientious 
patient and caring person.

“She always makes sure that 
she is in class on time and turns in 
carefully completed assignments,” 
the professor said. “As a student 
athlete she is very capable of 
balancing her athletic performance 
and time with her academic 
responsibilities. She has been 
willing to work inside and outside 
of class to help fellow classmates 
with!dif cult!concepts.”!!

Rachel Lyon
Lyon, 22, sponsored by DeKalb 

Lodge 765, is a graduate student 
at St. Ambrose University, 
Davenport, Iowa, and has an 
overall 4.0 grade point average 
on 4.0 scale, including an 
undergraduate GPA of 3.98.

Please!See!SCHOLAR Page!7
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POST CONVENTION CRUISE 2010
ROYAL CARIBBEAN

FREEDOM OF THE SEAS
JULY 11-JULY 18, 2010

ITINERARY FOR 7-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN 
CRUISE OUT OF PORT CANAVERAL (The closest port 

to Orlando where the Elks convention is in 2010)
!
Date!!! ! Location !!!!!!!! Arrive !! ! Depart
July!11!!! Pt.!Canaveral!!! ! ! 4:30!p.m.
July!12!!! Cruising!!!!
July!13!!! Haiti!!!! ! 8!a.m.!! ! 5!p.m.
July!14!!! Jamaica!!!!!!!!! 10!a.m.!! 6!p.m.
July!15!!! G.!Cayman!!!!! 8!a.m.!! ! 4!p.m.
July!16!!! Mexico!!!!!!!!!! 10!a.m.!! 7!p.m.
July!17!!! Cruising!!!!!!!!!!!
July!18!!! Pt.!Canaveral!!! 7!a.m.
!
Prices are as follows:
Balcony!Cabin!Cat!E2!–!Cabin!total!for!two!people,!$2,792.!
(Cancellation!insurance!$89!per!person)
Ocean!View!Cabin!Cat!H!–!Cabin!total!for!two!people,!$2,486.!
Cancellation!insurance!$89!per!person)
Inside! Cabin! Cat! N! –! Cabin! total! for! two! people,! $2,112!
(Cancellation!insurance!$59!per!person)
!
A $500 per cabin fully refundable deposit !until!March!13,!
2010,!will!hold!your!cabin!at!this!price.!(Transportation!to!and!
from!Orlando,!transfers!to!the!ship,!and!cancellation!insurance!
are!not!included)
!
If you have questions !or!wish!to!sign!up!for!the!cruise,!call!
or!email!me!at!815-932-9601!or!nb3@sbcglobal.net.! I!will!
need!names!as!shown!on!either!a!passport!or!state!issued!
birth!certi cate,!address,!phone!number,!birth!dates!and!credit!
card!information!or!mail!a!check!to!Nancy!Benson!Travel,!243!
Latham!Drive,!Bourbonnais,!IL!60914

Scholarship!recipient!Stormie!Prather,!left,!her!mother!Dee!Prather!and!
Jason!Davis,! ancee!of!Stormie’s.!Back:!Tom!Cain,!v ice!chairman!of!the!
Children’s!Care!Program,!and!Program!Chairman!Tawn!Williams.!

Scholarship!
recipient!
Chrissy!Carls!
(center),!
"anked!by!
her!parents,!
Susan!and!
Steve!Carls.!
Back:!Scott!
Davidsmeier,!
exalted!ruler!
of!Beardstown!
1007,!and!
Don!Large,!
Beardstown!
PER!and!
trustee.
!

Scholarship! recipient!Katy!Rockafellow,! left,!and!her!mother!Jan!
Rockafellow.!Back:!Don!and!Donna!Koehler,!PER!and!secretary,!
respectively,!of!Sterling-Rock!Falls!Lodge!1218.

Scholarship!
recipient!
Rachel!Lyon!
(left)!and!
sister!Beth!
Lyon.!Back:!
Secretary!
Lynne!Kunde!
and!Exalted!
Ruler!Joe!
Koch,!both!of!
DeKalb!Lodge!
765.

One of Rachel’s main instructors 
described her as very personable, 
respectful and intelligent.  

“She has demonstrated herself 
to be an excellent student in a 
very demanding curriculum,” the 
instructor said.  “She possesses 
many of the skills that we look for 
in individuals who have a potential 
to!make!signi cant!contributions!to!
the professions of physical therapy.  
Her positive attitude and well 
developed interpersonal skills will 
undoubtedly serve her well into 
caring for her patients throughout 
her career.”  

Stacey Pacana   
Pacana, 23, sponsored by 

Wheaton Lodge 2258, is a 
graduate student at St. Louis (Mo.) 
University with a 3.66 grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale. 

One of Stacey’s professors 
describes her as always asking 
insightful and relevant questions 
and consistently demonstrating a 
strong desire to learn, adding that 
she has come to know her as an 
excellent and committed student.  

“She excels in the classroom, 
has been a dean’s list recipient, 
graduated as an undergraduate 
summa cum laude and has received 
numerous awards,” the professor 
said.  “She volunteers her time in 
leadership roles in various activities 
while at St. Louis University, 
including being secretary of the 
Students United for Africa, captain 
on the Relay for Life team, and 
several other organizations.”  

She said Stacey espouses many 
characteristics that will serve 
her most positively as a physical 
therapist including excellent 
intellect and time management 
skills.  She is reliable, organized 
and works well with her peers.  

Stephanie Walsh-Kates  
Walsh-Kates, 23, sponsored 

by Decatur Lodge 401, is in 
graduate school at Northern Illinois 
University, DeKalb. She has a  
3.436 grade point average on a 4.0 
scale.

One of Stephanie’s professors 
describes her as an excellent 
student, a class leader and very well 
liked by her peers and other faculty 
members.  

“She will be a great addition to 
the physical therapy profession,” 
the professor said.  

Another describes Stephanie 
as a team player who will be 
an excellent physical therapist 
wherever she resides.  All of her 
professors agree that she will be 
a tremendous asset and is very 
talented!in!the!therapy! eld.!

Stormie Prather  
Prather,  22, sponsored by 

Bloomington Lodge 281, is a 
graduate student at  Bradley 
University, Peoria, with a  3.43 
grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

Stormie was among the best 
in the class she taught, both in 
academic performance and ability 

to grasp material quickly and apply 
new information to appropriate 
situations, one of her instructor 
says.  

Her attendance in the class was 
absolutely perfect, the instructor 
said, adding that she was impressed 
with Stormie’s work ethic and 
desire to do well.  

In addition, the professor said 
Stormie has been admitted to the 
physical therapy doctoral program 
at Bradley University, a new 
program with highly competitive 
admission standards.  

Scholars from Page 6

Illinois Elks Lodges contemplating 
getting into the video gaming business 
have been advised to wait until the 
rules have been announced. 

Lodges should avoid contacting 
any purported provider of services, 
IEA Government Relations Chairman 
John Shull said, suggesting they have 
any proposed contract reviewed by 
their lawyer.

The Video Gaming Act, which 

became law in July, was discussed at 
the Trustee Training Seminar held at 
the IEA Fall Meeting. As previously 
reported, the act imposes numerous 
fees and taxes and prohibits video 
gaming within 1,000 feet of horse 
race tracks, OTB facilities and 
gambling boat home docks and 100 
feet of churches and schools.

Moreover, a municipality or 
county may prohibit video gaming 

within its jurisdiction. In addition, 
pending legislation will allow a 
township to prohibit video gaming.

The Illinois Gaming Board has 
jurisdiction over video gaming and 
has not issued the rules necessary to 
implement the process. Shull said 
it is important to make sure that 
lodges protect themselves when 
entering into arrangements for video 
gaming. 

Lodges advised to wait for video gaming rules
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Princeton!1461!Elks!held!their!59th!annual!family!picnic!on!Aug.!9!
for!more!than!100!members!and!guests.!ABOVE:!Ten!members!and!
of cers!met!at!the!lodge!at!9:30!a.m.!and!cleaned!30!dozen!ears!
of!corn.!TOP!RIGHT:!Veterans!from!the!LaSalle!Veterans!Home,!
including!veteran!Lucille!White!at!the!head!of!the!table,!enjoy!the!food!
before!playing!bingo.!RIGHT:!All!the!members!and!guests!line!up!to!
eat.!For!bingo,!Exalted!Ruler!Scott!Bloom!called!the!numbers!with!
players!winning!$200!donated!by!the!lodge.!Games!were!held!for!the!
children.!Leading!Knight!Penny!Best!chaired!the!event.!

Princeton Elks’ family picnic
enters its 59th year

A!"ag-holder!bearing!the!11!O’!Clock!emblem,!which!continues!its!77-
year-old vigil at the grave of  Paris Elk Augustus Willis Owen, has taken 
on a new luster in recent months, thanks to efforts of Paris Lodge 1261 
Leading Knight Jerry McDaniel. 

McDaniel was looking for deceased relatives buried in Edgar County 
Cemetery when he came upon a mausoleum. Attached to the base of the 
structure,!to!McDaniel’s!surprise,!was!the!"ag-holder!bearing!the!Elks!
emblem, weather-worn from the decades of Midwest season changes. 

“Jerry researched the grave marker and got permission from the 
relatives!to!remove!and!restore!the!"ag!holder,”!fellow!lodge!member!
Bud Hissem said.

Hissem!reckoned!that!the!"ag!holder!had!been!placed!at!the!
mausoleum sometime in late 1932 to coincide with Owen’s death. The 
burial vault said Owen was born July 17, 1872, and died Nov. 18, 1932. 

“With a lot of loving care, Jerry restored the holder to the original 
condition,” he said. “He didn’t quite make Flag Day, but he was not far 
behind it.”

Grave of Elk takes on new luster,
thanks to Paris leading knight

Eighteen of the 74 Illinois 
lodges reported participating in 
all three designated areas of the 
IEA Drug Awareness Program in 
2008-09.

The three areas include 
reporting of year-end Drug 
Awareness activities, participation 
in a Drug Awareness program and 
use of the Drug Awareness trailer. 

The 18 lodges are Pontiac (East 
District), Champaign-Urbana, 
Charleston,!Ef ngham,!Pana!and!
Robinson (East Central), Chicago 
Northshore and Des Plaines 
(North), Carbondale (South), 
Carmi, Centralia, Fairview 
Heights, Granite City and Salem 
(South Central), Canton, Peoria 
and Princeton (West) and Lincoln 
(West Central). 

In other Drug Awareness 
happenings reported at the Fall 
meeting!in!Spring eld,!the! fth!
costume of the anti-drug dog Elroy 
was on its way for use to promote 
IEA anti-drug messages, and the 
 fth!Drug!Awareness!trailer!was!
to be ready by Nov. 1 once the 
interior is completed. 

Also, IEA Drug Awareness 
Chairman Frank Burr said his 
committee has reviewed the 
current locations of the four trailers 
and Elroy costumes and where to 
place!the! fth!trailer!and!costume.!

In addition, Drug Awareness 
District Awards were presented to 
the East Central and West districts. 

Lodges press
anti-drug
message
around state

The $1 assessment will remain 
in effect to help fund the Elks 
National Home after a proposal at 
the Grand Lodge Session in July to 
eliminate it was defeated.

A total of 891 votes were cast to 
eliminate the mandatory funding 
of $1 per member with 1,837 
opposed.

The Home has initiated a Buy-
A-Brick program to raise funds. 

“We hope you will join us 
in this effort to make the Elks 
National Home self-sustaining. 
Please contact your National Home 
chairman in your district for more 
information,” IEA National Home 
Chairman Michael Porter said. 

He reminded Illinois Elks that 
his goal is to have all lodges in the 
state make a donation to the Home.

“I challenge each exalted ruler 
to have fundraisers for the Home. 
You may send the donation to me 
or directly to the National Home,” 
he said.   

$1 assessment
to remain in effect
to help fund Home
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On! Oct! 10,! 2009,! members! of! Du! Quoin! Elks! Lodge! 884! took! $2,000! worth! of!
equipment!to!the!Illinois!Veterans!Home!at!Anna.!The!equipment!had!been!donated!
by!the!daughters!of!Edna!Davison!for!use!by!the!residents!in!her!memory.!From!left!
are:!Shirley!Weisel,!daughter!of!Edna!Davison,!and!her!husband!Ray,!Lodge!Secretary!
Jeanne!Bierman,!PER!and!Veterans!Chairman!Ernie!Dickey,!and!Exalted!Ruler!Dennis!
Bierman,!along!with!the!donated!equipment.!The!members!toured!the!facility!and!had!
coffee!with!the!residents.

LEFT!PHOTO:!A!couple!twist!
their!way!to!victory!in!Princeton!
Lodge!1461’s!Lost!in!the!
‘50s!draw!down!in!October!in!
which!175!people!attended.!
The!event!is!a!fundraiser!for!
lodge!youth!activities.!RIGHT!
PHOTO:!Two!weeks!after!
the!draw!down,!PER!Penny!
Best!announced!the!male!and!
female!students!of!the!month,!
Dane!Barnett!of!Bureau!Valley!
High!School!and!Hannah!
Bachman!of!Princeton!High!
School.!The!Princeton!Elks’!
youth!program!includes!all!
seven!high!schools!in!Bureau!
County.

Princeton Elks
support

scholarship

Illinois!Elks!and!
guests!participate!
in!the!IEA!
Members!Golf!
Tournament!in!
Lincoln!in!July,!
hosted!by!Lincoln!
Lodge!914.!

Elks turn 
out for 

state golf 
tourney

The 60th annual Illinois Elks Bowling 
Tournament will be hosted by DeKalb 
Lodge 765 in DeKalb March 6-April 25.

A self-sustaining Scratch Division will 
again be added to the prize fund, similar 
to last year.

Two divisions – singles and doubles 
– will compete with an entry fee of $10 
per bowler. Entries will be closed March 

1. Games from handicap contests will be 
used for scores. 

A $2 surcharge will be added for each 
bowler to off set increased operating costs, 
linage and trophy cost. Excess funds will 
be added to the prize fund.

Tournament information is available 
online at elksbowl.com. 

DeKalb Lodge to host 2010 Bowling TourneyIllinois Elks helped sponsor for the 18th 
year the annual Department of Children 
and Family Services picnic Aug. 29 at the 
DuQuoin State Fairgrounds.

Hot dogs, chips and cookies were served 
to the 179 families, including 810 total 
children, from 27 counties in southern 
Illinois. 

More than 55 Elks volunteers from 
11 lodges participated in the event. IEA 
President John Horkay and First Lady 

Louise helped bag lunches, and Gov. Pat 
Quinn was on hand to talk and take pictures 
with the children and families. 

The event cost $10,696 with the Elks 
picking up two-thirds of the tab. 

“I speak for the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services, the children 
and their families and myself to say thank 
you for your support,” said Ted Clendenin, 
Elks picnic coordinator and member of 
Marion Lodge 800. 

Elks lend support to DCFS picnic for children

Du Quoin Elks donate to Veterans Home

LODGE/STATE
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Benton!Elks!Lodge!1234!honored!area!veterans!Nov.!14!with!a!luncheon!at!the!lodge.!Among!
the!Veterans!taking!part,!front!from!left,!were:!Pete!Arnott,!Gale!Conner,!Jessie!Summers,!
Rosemary!Rof"er,!Lloyd!Rogers!and!Cameron!Miller.!Back:!Lodge!Exalted!Ruler!Joey!Smith,!
Dominic!Donini,!Ken!Durks,!John!Bristo,!Lloyd!Conable,!Lodge!Chaplain!Scott!Rice,!Don!
Hottenson!and!member!Carrie!Hoppers.!Not!pictured,!Francis!Harmon.

Danville Elks Lodge collected $568.97 in 
coins for the Vietnam Veterans Alliance and 
its fundraising program named in memory of 
Michael F. Manning, past Director of the Elks 
National Veterans Service Commission. 

This!donation!will!bene t!veterans!
nationwide by providing counseling and 
legal assistance to homeless veterans, female 
veterans and the increasing number of young 
veterans!returning!home!from!the!con"icts!
in Iraq and Afghanistan. These young heroes 
often need assistance obtaining their deserved 
bene ts!and!returning!to!civilian!life.!

Money raised in this effort will aid 
veterans as they deal with health issues, 
homeless services and transitioning programs. 

Danville Elks gathered in 
September for their annual Soccer 
Shoot at the Danville Area Soccer 
Complex. The winners were: 

Girl’s division: Under 8, Delanie 
Robinson; Under 10 (tie) Kaylee 
Brazelton   and Catarina Rangel; 
Under 12, Arial Barfell; Under 14 
Brittany Hay

Boy’s division: Under 8, Nicolas 
Hofer Under 10 (tie) Armando Segura 
Jr. and DJ Grundel; Under 12, Tristen 
Kissack; Under 14 (tie) Christian 
Jackson and Jordan Romo

In October, all winners and 
families were invited to the Danville 
Elks Lodge for dinner and awards 
ceremony.

DJ! Grundel! sizes! up! a! shot! at! the!
Danville!Soccer!Shoot. Allison!Grundel!follows!through!on!a!shot.

The!Veterans!Council!presents!a!$500!check!to!Kewanee!Elks!Lodge!724!
toward!the!cost!of!Larry!Eckhardt’s!trailer!to!assist!his!project!to!honor!troops!
in! Illinois,! Iowa! and! Missouri.! From! left! are:! Kewanee! 724!Trustee! Hadyn!
Motley,!Veterans!Council!and!lodge!member!Jerry!Thompson,!Veterans!Council!
member!Don!Pilarski,!Lodge!Trustee!Donn!Fricke,!Veterans!Council!President!
Walt!Kubiak,!Lodge!Trustees!Chairman!Dennis!Gerleman!and!Lodge!ER!Ken!
Maguire.!!!!

Dennis!Gerleman,!
trustees!chairman!of!
Kewanee!Lodge!724,!
presents!a!new!trailer!
to!Larry!Eckhardt!of!
New!Boston!to!haul!
his!more!than!500!
"ags!that!Eckhardt!
erects!for!all!veterans!
functions,!including!
returning!and!
departing!soldiers!and!
funerals.!Eckhardt,!
a!Vietnam!veteran,!
covers!Illinois,!Iowa!
and!Missouri!and!
donates!his!time!and!
money!for!this!project!
to!honor!the!troops.

Danville Elks extend community service to young and not so young
At Soccer Shoot Veterans fundraiser

Kewanee Elks provide funding
for trailer used to honor veterans, troops

Benton 
Elks 

honor
veterans

with 
dinner

Drug Awareness literature 
not just for turkeys!

Mike!Hostetler,!PER!and!his!wife!Debby!
from!Waukegan!Elks!Lodge!702,!handed!
out!Drug!Awareness!material!and!
information!about!the!Elks!at!Waukegan!
Park!District’s!Annual!Turkey!Trot!held!on!
Nov.!14.!!Approximately!400!participants!
from!ages!7!months!to!90!years!old!were!
in!attendance.!!Waukegan!Elks!Lodge!702!
was!a!sponsor!again!this!year!where!all!
 rst-place!winners!received!a!turkey.

Waukegan Elks’ BBQ 
at VA Center a big hit
For!the!second!straight!year,!
team!Barlow!(Jim!and!Mike!
Barlow)!of!Waukegan!Lodge!
702,!put!together!a!barbecue!
for!veterans!at!the!VA!Medical!
Center!in!North!Chicago!on!
Aug.16.!With!the!help!of!the!
ladies!of!Waukegan!Emblem!
Club!88,!members!of!the!Elks,!
members!from!the!Palatine!
Famous!Dave’s!and!other!family!
members,!a!great!time!was!
had!by!all.!!Approximately!150!
veterans!and!medical!staff!at!the!
Medical!Center!were!served!at!
the!barbecue.!
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TOP!LEFT:!Des!Plaines!Lodge,!directed!by!
Exalted!Ruler!Dolores!Dean,!held!a!luncheon!at!
North!Chicago!VA!Hospital!in!October.!Cicero-
Berwyn!Lodge!supplied!desserts,!beverages!
and!paper!and!plastic!products.!Among!the!
participants!were!Cicero-Berwyn!Elks!and!
Emblem!Club!members!and!helpers!from!
Waukegan!Emblem!Club.!LEFT!PHOTO:!From!
left!are!Patricia!Mendell,!Emblem!guard!and!Hines!
VAVS!deputy;!Elks!member!James!Mendell;!and!
Hines!VAVS!representative!James!Rooney,!PER.

North 
District 

Elks hold 
luncheon, 
picnic for 
veterans 
at North 
Chicago

The!North!District!held!its!annual!picnic!in!August!at!the!
Veterans!Administration!North!Chicago!Medical!Center.!
Lending!their!support!for!the!district!picnic!are!the!
Des!Plaines!Elks!and!Ladies,!Cicero-Berwyn!Elks!and!
Emblem!Club!Ladies!and!Ladies!of!Waukegan!Lodge.!
TOP!RIGHT:!Marian!Seaholm!and!Dee!Dean,!both!of!the!
Des!Plaines!Elks!Ladies;!MIDDLE!RIGHT:!Des!Plaines!
Elks!Addie!Rokicki,!Cookie!Stewart,!Rene!Vaughn,!
Dolores!Schultz!and!Ray!Linane!prepare!to!serve!the!
veterans;!RIGHT:!Bernie!Dean,!Marian!Sealholm,!Dee!
Dean,!all!of!Des!Plaines!Elks!1526;!and!Florence!Rooney!
of!Cicero!Berwyn!1510!man!the!give-away!table!at!the!
picnic.!LEFT:!Also!assisting!the!picnic!were!Gerry!Smith,!
Sam!Medonia,!ER!Dee!Dean!and!Veterans!Chairman!
Dick!Eirich,!all!of!Des!Plaines.!

Chicago!Northshore!Lodge!1316!contributed!$200!to!the!
Recreation!singing!troupe!at!its!stop!to!entertain!veterans!at!
the!North!Chicago!Veterans!Navy!Facility!in!September.!Re-
creation!Director!Jay!Muller!receives!the!check!from!Lodge!
ER!Sandy!Thurm.!Also,!from!left,!are!Lodge!Secretary!Willie!
Williams,!VAVS!Representatives!Richard!and!Frances!Eirich,!
Lodge!Secretary!Paul!Ronzani!and!lodge!member!Brian!
Supancic.!!!

Chicago Northshore Elks active in September
Chicago!
Northshore!
Lodge!1316!
Elks!were!host!
to!childen!from!
the!Mercy!Home!
orphanage!in!
Chicago!to!attend!
the!Northwestern!
Unversity-Eastern!
Michigan!football!
game!in!Evanston!
in!September.!
TOP!PHOTO:!
Lodge!member!
Jim!Hardman!
(right)!was!host!to!
a!tailgate!before!
and!after!the!
game.!RIGHT:!ER!
Sandy!Thurm!sits!
among!the!young!
guests!during!the!
football!game.!

The East Central District held 
its annual golf scramble on Aug. 
8 with 11 foursomes participating.  
Dick Mitchell, district golf 
chairperson from Robinson Lodge 
1188, planned several activities for 
all who attended.  

The day started at 11a.m. with 
free food and beverage, followed 
by a shot gun start at 1p.m., A 
prime rib buffet was served at the 
Elks Lodge that evening, and DJ 
Charlie Hawkins provided music 
until midnight.  

On Sunday the District meeting 
was held in Robinson.  Two Lodges 
participated in the golf outing but 
all Lodges were represented at the 
District meeting.

East Central 
District holds
annual golf 
scamble
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YOUR KEY TO THE NEWSETTE
Advertising rates

1/8th!page...........................$100
1/4th!page...........................$200
1/2!page..............................$350
Full!page.............................$600

10 percent discount  
on checks accompanying ad, 

or for prompt payment
!

Send!ad!copy!to:!Newsette!editor,!548!W.!Briar!
Place!3A,!Chicago,! IL!60657!n !Or!fax!to:! !(773)!
755-4959!n !Or!e-mail:!Newsette-Editor@Illinois-
Elks.Org!For!information,!!e-mail,!fax!or!call!Joe!at!
(773)!303-7571

We want your news!
Send to :!Newsette!editor,!

548!W.!Briar!Place,!Apt.!3-A,!
Chicago,!IL!60657

Fax:!(773)!755-4959
E-Mail :!

Newsette-Editor@Illinois-Elks.Org
For information ,!call!Joe!at!(773)!303-7571!(night)!

or!(773)!755-4958!(day)!
News deadlines

Summer!Newsette,!June!15!
n !Fall!Newsette,!July!20!

n !Mid-Winter!Newsette,!Nov.!21
Spring!Newsette,!March!22!—!NEXT ISSUE!!

HELP US SAVE YOUR MONEY! 
Send in address corrections

to your lodge secretary!
Secretaries, send to: !Children’s!Care!Corp.,

P.O.!Box!222,!
Chatham,!IL!62629-0222

Fax: !(217)!483-2131
E-Mail :!helpkids@motion.net

Note: !Address!corrections!go!to!the!Children’s!Care!
Corp.!because!that’s!who!maintains!the!mailing!list.!
Address!corrections!made!through!the!Post!Of ce!

cost!the!Newsette!–!and!you!Elks!–!nearly!$400!per!
issue.!Please!help!us!cut!that!cost!by!keeping!the!

Children’s!Care!Corp.!posted!with!your!
address!corrections.

Notice to candidates
A!candidate!for!any!IEA!state!of ce!may!submit!

at!no!charge!one!proclamation!or!endorsement!
from!the!candidate’s!lodge!(or!district),!or!a!letter!
of!intent.!Copy!with!or!without!photograph!shall!
not! exceed! 13! printed! column! inches! (about!
35!words!per! column! inch).!A!candidate!may!
also!submit!a!photograph!and!biography,!not!to!
exceed!100!words,!for!publication!in!the!spring!
issue!of! the!Newsette!at!no!charge.!All!other!
copy! and! photographs! shall! be! considered!
paid! advertising! and! shall! be! charged! at! the!
same!rates!as!stated!in!the!top!left!box!in!this!
advertisement.



ELKS NEWSETTE n  MID-WINTER 2009   PAGE 15

CHILDREN’S CARE PROGRAM

Mailing for the 2010 Honorary Donor Ho-Do Pins 
is scheduled for early January.  Illinois Elks are asked 
to watch for the blue envelope and order their  pins.  

This year’s pin is a bright lemon yellow on the 
outside with a deep blue center.  Supplies of the pins 
and Ho-Do Boards will be distributed to lodges at the 

Mid-Winter Meeting in January.  
To order pins now, use the order blank in this 

Newsette issue.  
“We thank you for your support of this annual 

program to help our Special Kids,” Children’s Care 
Corp. Administrative Manager Pete Matson said.

Sept. 13 proved to be a very lucky day for the 
Special Kids of the Children’s Care Program and for 
Jan Campbell of Carbondale Lodge.  

The annual Herrin Lodge Poker Run attracted a 
record number of participants, bikes and one bus. 
The bus was donated by Past State President Charlie 
Campbell and occupied by South District Deputy 
Grand Exalted Ruler John Walleye and his wife 
Bernadine, District Senior Trustee Jeremy Cook 
and his wife Elizabeth, and IECCC Administrative 
Manager Pete Matson and his wife Judy.  

The bus was chauffeured by Past State President 
Charlie!Campbell!with!"ight!attendant!Jan.!!All!riding!

the bus were paying participants in the Poker Run.
The parade of cycles (and bus) proceeded through 

the countryside with several stops before returning 
to the Herrin Lodge where silent and live auctions, 
the!raf"e!of!a!Harley!Davidson!Motorcycle,!and!
determination of the Poker Run winners.  

The top prize winner for the Poker Run was Jan 
Campbell with a full house.  Jan’s prize will probably 
go toward new kitchen counters.  This is probably the 
 rst!time!a!motorcycle!Poker!Run!has!been!won!by!a!
bus rider.  

Thanks to all at Herrin Lodge for their efforts and a 
wonderful event.  

In an attempt to broaden the availability of PT/OT 
Scholarship applications and decrease the cost of the 
application process, the entire 2010-2011 application 
will be available on the Internet.  

The application will be interactive so that it can 
be completed on the applicant’s computer, then 
printed, signed and submitted along with the required 
supporting documents through a sponsoring lodge.  

Every lodge will receive easily mailed posters for 
distribution to high schools.  The poster will have an 
Internet address where the application can be obtained 
and a large place for the lodge to insert its own 
particular information on where the application should 
be submitted and to whom it should be submitted.  

Recipients of Scholarship Awards this year will 
receive a letter instructing them where to print their 
application.  

“With the availability of computers at virtually 

every high school and with most applicants 
having home computers, this should cut our 
printing!and!distribution!cost!signi cantly,”!CCC!
Administrative Manager Pete Matson said.  “Last 
year, we experimented with this process by having the 
application available on the Internet and it was highly 
successful.  This will save the expense of printing 
approximately 2,100 applications for distribution to 
area schools.”  

At the time the posters are distributed, each lodge 
will be asked to provide the CCC with the name of the 
person in their Lodge to accept applications and the 
address to which they should be sent. The CCC will 
then!provide!each!lodge!with!a!speci c!sticker!to!be!
added to the poster they distribute in their area.  

“We hope this new process will eliminate the 
number of lost applications that have to be hunted 
down each year,” Matson said. 

WEST FRANKFORT 
ELKS LODGE 1340 !
held!a!Road!Block!
for!the!Children’s!
Care!Program!in!
October.!The!Road!
Block!crew,!from!
left,!was!made!up!
of!Jim!Duff,!Amy!
Purdy,!Debbi!Tango,!
Bernadine!Walley,!
chairperson,!Tom!
Odam,!and!Exalted!
Ruler!Ed!Wall.!The!
amount!raised!for!
Children’s!Care!was!
$622.!Not!pictured!is!
Bob!Tango.

Ho-Do pins mailing scheduled for January

Scholarship aps go online to reduce costs

Sept. 13 proves lucky for Special Kids

LODGE

Galesburg!Lodge!894!distributed!432!dictionaries!to!third-graders!in!six!
area!schools!in!late!September.!PDDGER!Al!Urena!and!Loyal!Knight!
Jim!Peacock!were!on!hand!at!Mrs.!Thompson’s!class!at!Silas!Willard!
Elementary!School!to!distribute!dictionaries!to!her!third-graders.

Galesburg!Elks!Loyal!Knight!Jim!Peacock! ts!children!with!shoes!as!
part!of!Project!Shoes.

Galesburg Elks hand out dictionaries
to 3rd-graders, shoes to kids who need them

Al!Urena,!left,!PDDGER!
of!Galesburg!Lodge!894,!
is!interviewed!by!Jack!
Larson!of!WAIK!radio!in!
Galesburg,!after!Urena!
presented!a!$1,500!check!
to!Project!Shoes!on!behalf!
of!Galesburg!Lodge.!
Children!were!bused!to!a!
store!in!October!to!receive!
new!shoes!and!socks.!
Project!Shoes!provided!
303!pairs!of!shoes!and!
606!pairs!of!socks!this!
year,!costing!$5,963.!

Peoria! Lodge! 20! Secretary! and! West! District! Veterans! Chairman!
Donna!Simons!(left)!!had!a!Veterans!Day!dinner!for!veterans!on!Nov!
14!with!about!70!in!attendance.!Special!speakers!were!Past!Grand!
Lodge!Trustee!Richard!Stropes!of!Pekin!Lodge,!PSP!Ralph!Bradshaw!
and!!PSP!Steve!Harken!of!Peoria!Lodge.!District!Chairman!Simons!
spoke!on!what!the!Illinois!Elks!are!doing!for!veterans!and!for!those!
who!are!in!the!Armed!Forces!today.!!

Veterans Day special for Peoria Elks
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Children’s Care Corporation

Illinois Elks Children’s Care Corp. has distributed calendars 
to every lodge along with mailing calendars to most mail-order 
purchasers.  

This year, a special effort is being made to ask each lodge to 
sell! ve!more!calendars!than!they!did!the!previous!year.!!

“Unfortunately, a large number of lodges did not sell any 
calendars last year at their facility, meetings, or events,” CCC 
Administrative Manager Pete Matson said.  “The calendar 
makes a wonderful gift for families and friends or can be used 
as!an!item!or!prize!in!raf"es!and!drawings.”!!

Those!who!have!not!purchased!a!bene t!calendar!may!do!so!
now at their lodge or by using the accompanying order blank.  

“Thank you for your support by purchasing one of our 
bene t!calendars,”!Matson!said.!!“Remember!that!all!purchases!
are credited toward your Lodge’s total contributions for this 
lodge year.”

Price of a calendar is $20. Make checks payable to IL Elks 
Children’s Care Corp. (IECCC).

Calendars distributed
to Illinois Elks lodges

Per the changes approved at the annual IEA State 
Convention in May, IEA President John O. Horkay has 
appointed four new area representatives to the IECCC Board.  
They are:

Tom Funk of Pana 1261 – Area 1
Sharon Kay Dirck of Dixon 779 – Area 2
Brenda Wallis of Marion 800 – Area 3
Mark Bump from Joliet 296 – Area 4
All!of!these!new!board!members!attended!their! rst!of cial!

board!meeting!on!Nov.!7!at!the!Chatham!of ce.!!
“We welcome them to service on the State Major Project 

Board,” CCC Administrative Manager Pete Matson said.

On Aug. 1 and 2, Mt. Vernon 
Elks Lodge 819 held its annual 
Saturday Night Auction and 17th 
annual Bass Tournament. 

With more than 100 sponsors 
donating everything from cash 
to baseball tickets for Saturday 
night’s auction and door prizes for 
the Bass Tournament, this year’s 
weekend for our Special Kids 
turned out to be very successful. 

This year’s tournament hosted 
74 boats or 148 anglers vying for 

largest bass. Congratulations to 
Adam and Addison Eggertson for 
winning! rst!place.!

A total of 39 volunteers, 
including 28 Elks and 11 non-Elks, 
provided 423 hours of service and 
drove 1,870 miles. 

 We had 100 sponsors for the 
tournament and they donated 
everything from cash to baseball 
tickets to door prizes.

Exalted Ruler Sheree Morrison 
thanks all those who volunteered.

Oct. 10 brought another edition 
of!the!Fair eld!Lodge!annual!
dinner, silent and live auctions 
to!bene t!the!Special!Kids!of!
the Illinois Elks Children’s Care 
Program.   

Dinner proceeds were to 
be distributed to local youth  

Auctioneer!
George!
Hornung!
acknowledges!
a!bidder!at!the!
annual!Fair eld!
Lodge!auction!
to!bene t!the!
Illinois!Elks!
Children’s!Care!
Program.

programs and charities in the 
Fair eld/Wayne!counties!area!
while the  auction proceeds were 
designated to the Children’s Care 
Program. In this manner, both the 
local area and the State program 
bene ted.!!

A large and spirited turnout 

enjoyed a wonderful meal and  
silent auction. When the live 
auction began, things really went 
crazy.  With many local stores 
donating items and many locally 
well known cooks, bakers and 
candy makers donating their 
services for various treats and even 
whole meals,  the bidding  at times 
required several spotters.  

A great deal of competition 
and jawing went on as various 
participants worked to out bid their 
rivals. IEA  First Vice President 
and lodge secretary  Kirk Wallace 
led the pack of auctioneers with 
his usual antics, supported by 
State Treasurer and lodge member 
George Hornung with PGER 
Lou Sulsberger and his wife Beth  
purchasing a number of items. 

The entire evening ended a great 
success and raised a considerable 
amount of funds for both local 
and Illinois Elks Children’s Care 
Program. 

Fair eld!Lodge!auction!bene ts!CCCAdam!and!
Addison!
Eggertson!
were!the! rst-
place!winners!
at!the!annual!
Mt.!Vernon!
Elks!Bass!
Tournament!in!
August.!

Mt. Vernon Bass Tourney
nets good catch for CCC

Board members elected
to represent IEA areas


