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CHILDREN’S CARE PROGRAM 

The Children’s Care Corporation recognized its 2008 
physical therapy scholarship recipients at a dinner held Sept. 
27 during the IEA Fall Meeting in Spring•eld.

The scholars are: Laura Hawkins, recipient of the Kenny 
Beltz Award, of Carterville, sponsored by Herrin Lodge 
1146; Lindsay Walther, recipient of the Mike Manning 
Award, of Pearl City, sponsored by Freeport Lodge 617; 
Jessica Anne Berg of Poplar Grove, recipient of the Bill 
Leas Award, sponsored by DeKalb Lodge 765; and Justine 
L. Rehak of Carol Stream, also a Bill Leas Award recipient, 
sponsored by Wheaton Lodge 2258.

Also, Thomas Lee Knox of Woodlawn, sponsored by 
Mt. Vernon Lodge 819; Megan Mosher of Pleasant Plains, 
sponsored by Spring•eld Lodge 158; Anne Martin of Ladd, 
sponsored by Princeton Lodge 1461; and Kyle A. Pospischil 
of Freeport, sponsored by Freeport Lodge 617. 

Attending the dinner were Pospischil, Berg, Rehak, 
Martin and Knox. 

Biographies of all the recipients were read during the 
dinner. Following are those biographies:

Jessica Anne Berg
Berg is con•dent she can make a difference in the 

profession of physical therapy when she completes the 
remaining three semesters in the program at Northern Illinois 
University, where she is working on her master’s degree in 
physical therapy. 

She has a 3.69 grade point average for graduates on a 4.0 
scale. 

Berg has had two clinical experiences in outpatient 
physical therapy thus far, in which she has evaluated about 
10 patients ranging from total hip replacements to shoulder 
arthroplasty. She has created treatment plans consisting of 
strengthening, core stabilization, stretching, pain reduction, 
endurance, balance control and gait instruction. 

Berg is constantly monitoring her patients’ status and 
altering treatment when necessary. She also enjoys problem 
solving and critical thinking, and •nds that orthopedics 
provides her with many opportunities to apply those skills. 
Most importantly, Berg listens to her patients’ concerns and 
provides encouragement.

Thomas Lee Knox
The prospect of a career in physical therapy means more 

than a job for Knox. A track injury in eighth grade led to 
three hip surgeries that involved extensive therapy. During 
that therapy, he learned a lot about the •eld and how patients 
respond to treatment.

Until summer 2002, Knox had been exposed only to the 
sports clinic setting. That was before he volunteered to work 
40 hours in physical therapy at Good Samaritan Hospital. 
He said the experience gave him a better understanding of 
physical therapy and the range of injuries, from sprains and 
strains to spinal cord injuries.

Knox is working toward his doctorate degree in physical 
therapy at the University of Evansville (Ind.), where he has a 
3.705 grade point average on a 4.0 scale. 

Justine L. Rehak
Rehak de•nes success by helping children with mental 

and physical disabilities, and helping them develop the skills 
to lead happy and independent lives. 

She is a graduate student in occupational therapy at Rush 
University in Chicago, where she has a 4.0 grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale.

For nearly four years, Rehak has volunteered with 
Friends for Therapeutic Equine Activities, a horseback 
riding academy that supplements traditional physical and 
occupational therapy. Her volunteerism is fostered mainly 
by her love of horses, but she soon grew more attached to 
the young riders whom she helped. Rehak measured her own 
success as a volunteer by the kids’ progression and size of 
their smiles at the end of each therapeutic horseback riding 
lesson.

After graduation, Rehak plans to work as an occupational 
therapist in either the Illinois school system or skilled 
nursing facility while gaining from these essential 
experiences. She also intends to study horse care and stable 
management and eventually operate her own therapeutic 
horseback riding program. 
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South Central District scholarship recipient Thomas Knox (front 
center) is !anked by his parents Nedra and Randy Knox. In back, 
from left, are members of Mt. Vernon Lodge 819 Patrick Bevis, Don 
Bond, Tom Deien Brenda Deien, Marv Leathers, Ray Baril and Robert 
Morrison. 

North District scholarship recipient Justine 
Rahak (front left) with husband Bob Rehak. 
In back are PSP Bill Voigts, Children’s Care 
Corporation Chairman Tawn Williams and  
CCC Director Jack Williams. 
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PDDGER Al Urena and Connie Leath, both of Galesburg 
Elks Lodge 894, presented dictionaries to Mrs. 
Bosomworth’s "fth-grade class at Nielsen School in 
Galesburg, one of four District 205 schools to receive 
a total of 211 dictionaries to "fth-graders. Pictured with 
the students are Mrs. Bosomworth, (back left) and 
Urena (back right).

Dixon Police Chief Danny Langloss Jr. recently 
accepted a $1,000 donation from Dixon Elks Lodge 779 to 
buy a new K-9 for the department in the •ght against drugs 
and crime. 

The department recently suffered the loss of its “full 
service” K-9, Ronnie.

Langloss noted the new K-9, Bruno, cost $10,000 and 
appealed to the Elks for help in acquiring him.

Bruno underwent four weeks of training with his 
handler, Patrolman Trenton Friday and was available for 
service in late October.

The chief said he approached the Dixon Elks Lodge for 
assistance because he knew the Elks have an active anti-
drug program.

Dixon Lodge Trustee Ronda requested the funding and 
the board agreed, declaring, “This is what we do.”

Friday and Bruno appeared at the Oct. 27 Lodge meeting 
with Chief Langloss to thank the Elks for their assistance. 
They also hid some drugs for Bruno to •nd, and the K-9 
passed with !ying colors.

From left 
are: Dixon 
Lodge 
Exalted 
Ruler 
Lloyd 
Bollman,  
Bruno,  
Patrolman 
Friday and 
Trustee 
Chairman 
Ronda 
Hicks.

PDDGER Al Urena of 
Galesburg Elks Lodge 
894, left, presents 
a $1,000 check to 
Jack Larson of WAIK 
radio to buy shoes 
for Galesburg School 
students. Project 
Shoes is sponsored 
by the lodge, the radio 
station, a Galesburg 
church and the Illinois 
Elks Association.

Galesburg Elks help schools

Dixon Elks donate to buy K-9


